The Crusades:  Point of View
An author’s point of view can influence how an event is described and written. For example, a person who is opposed to war may view a battle and describe the event as nothing but a senseless loss of human life. A military veteran could observe the same battle and describe a scene of heroic gallantry, or focus on the strategies and tactics used by one or both combatants. 

The excerpts below are two accounts of the same event, which took place during the First Crusade. In the first account, a man named Fulcher of Chartres, a Christian chronicler, describes the crusaders’ capture of the Muslim city of Antioch, in southern Turkey. In the second account, a Muslim writer named Ibn al-Athir describes the same event.

Carefully read the two accounts, and then answer the questions. Use complete sentences.

1. The Account of Fulcher of Chartres:
“ From the month of October, the siege of the city continued… until the month of June 1098. God appeared to a certain Turk…and said to him, ‘Arise, you who sleep! I command you to return the city to the Christians.’ The Turk secretly made a plot with our men by which they should obtain (capture) the city.
On the appointed night, the Turk admitted over the wall twenty of our men by means of rope ladders. At once, without delay, the gate was opened. The Franks, who were ready, entered the city. Forty more of our soldiers who had already entered by means of the ropes slew sixty Turks.”

2. The Account of Ibn al-Athir:

“After the siege had been going on for a long time, the Franks made a deal with one of the men who were responsible for guarding the towers. He was an armor-maker name Ruzbih, whom they bribed. The Franks sealed their pact with the armor-maker, God curse him! And then they made their way to the water gate. They opened it and entered the city. Another gang of them climbed the tower with ropes. At dawn, when more than 500 of them were in the city, and the defenders were worn from their night watch, the Franks sounded there battle trumpets…This happened in 491.”

Questions:

1. Analyze the contents of each account by listing three similarities and three differences between the accounts. Remember, both authors are describing the same event but from their own perspective!  Example: Fulcher tells us the siege of Antioch took place in 1098. al-Athir tells us the siege took place in 491. 
2. Analyze the points of view of each account by responding to the following questions: 

a. Why does Fulcher refer to the capture of Antioch as a “return”?
b. Why does al-Athir refer to the Muslims as “defenders”? 
c. Why do the two authors give different dates for the same event?
3. Do you think primary sources (accounts written by people who witnessed an event firsthand) such as these are reliable sources of information about the crusades? Why or why not? In your answer consider that the accounts may differ greatly based on the writer’s point of view!
4. Do you think textbook readings (secondary sources) are more or less valuable than these firsthand accounts (primary sources)? EXPLAIN.
